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must not "be lost sight of here. It would seern, from
a psychological point of view, to be an important cir-
cumstance in the genesis of a false perception whether
the intellectual process sets out from within or from
without. And it will be found., moreover, that this
distinction may be applied to all the varieties of error
which I propose to consider. Thus, for example, it will
be seen further on that a false recollection may set out
either from the idea of some actual past occurrence or
from a present product of the imagination.

It is to be observed, however, that the line of
separation between illusion and hallucination, as thus
denned, is a very narrow one. In by far the largest
number of hallucinations it is impossible to prove that
there is no modicum of external agency co-operating
in the production of the effect. It is presumable,
indeed, that many, if not all, hallucinations have such
a basis of fact. Thus, the madman who projects his
internal thoughts outwards in the shape of external
voices may, for aught we know, be prompted to do so
in part by faint impressions corning from the ear, the
result of those slight stimulations to which the organ
is always exposed, even in profound silence, and which
in his case assume an exaggerated intensity. And even
if it is clearly made out that there are hallucinations
in the strict sense, that is to say, false perceptions
which are wholly due to internal causes, it must be
conceded that illusion shades off* into hallucination by
steps which it is impossible for science to mark. In

from illusion. Esquirol, in his work, Des Maladies Mentales (1838),
may bo said to have fixed' the distinction. (See Hunt's translation,
1845, p. 111.)